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This issue (V0.9 No.4) of Ethics is the last one for this Ethiopian budget year. The team
in charge of producing this quarterly magazine as usual tried its best to collect and present

news and articles on the national combat against corruption.

Corruption in the land administration sector especially here in the capital Addis and
outskirts has been the talk of the town for long. We hear people involved in the i
provision and ownership of land brought to the court, found guilty and received v.
terms of imprisonment and fines. The Federal Ethics and Anti-Corruption Commissi
complished various preventive and corrective measures. However, much is expecte
the City Administration. In this issue we have invited His Excellency Ato Mekurie
General manager of the Addis Ababa City Administration, to tell us about the exten
problem, measures being taken by the Administration, the improvements observed &
other related issues where the administration working jointly with the FEACC.

Our other column “Focus” is also devoted to this similar issue. We have also selected
major accomplishments of the Commission and made them available in the News Section.
Don’t forget to visit our website www.feac.com for detailed information on this selected news
items and other accomplishments of FEACC.
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We hope you enjoy your reading and send us feed backs and suggestions that add a lot
to the improvement of our quarterly Ethics.
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Commissions hold 8th Regular Joint
Conference

The 8th Regular Joint Conference of the Federal
and Regional Ethics and Anti-Corruption Com-
missions and other judicial organs held in As-

sosa town, capital of the Beneshangul-Gumuz
egion from June 16-17,2010.

ng the conference, Deputy Commissioner
ederal Ethics and Anti-Corruption Com-
of Ethiopia (FEACC), H.E. Ato Addisu
u said utmost efforts should be exerted
> sure that corruption and unethical con-
do not impede the country’s development
avor. He said the fight against corruption
ould also be harmonized with the ongoing
peedy and all rounded development of the na-
tion. He also expressed the Commission’s readi-
ness to share its experience in the designing of
the five-year strategic plan to Regional Ethics
and Anti-Corruption Commissions in a bid to
enable the Commissions be successful in their
fight against corruption.

The conference heard the report about the
implementation of the decisions passed during
the 7th Regular Joint Conference. It has also
evaluated the national anti-corruption activities
half budget year (2009) report.

The conference also deliberated on the support
being provided by the FEACC to Regional Eth-
ics and Anti-Corruption Commissions and its
relationship with them, it was learned.

The conference participants discussed and
adopted a five points resolution. The participants
reached on consensus about the establishment
of Anti-Corruption Coalition in Regional States,

making efforts for the enactment of the procla-
mations providing for the registration of assets
and properties of public officials and protection
of whistleblowers.

They have also agreed to share experience in the
area of utilizing information technology in the
anti-corruption struggle and launch activities
with a view to making sure that the donations
provided by donors is used for the intended pur-
pose.

110 corruptors receive jail terms in three
months time

In the last three months alone (February to April,
2010), Courts handed out jail terms to a total of
110 corrupt personswho had been charged by the
Federal Ethics and Anti-corruption Commission
of Ethiopia (FEACC) for committing corruption
crimes in various periods of time.

The jail terms given range between 1 and 21
years and the fines handed out to them fluctuate
between 3,000 and 50, 000 Birr.

The offenders were held culpable for abuse of
power, forgery, traffic in official influence, mal-
administration, acceptance of undue advantages,
bribery, and breach of trust.

Chief among the culprits were the former Gen-
eral Manager of the Land Development Office
with the Kolfe Keranio Sub-City , Wond Wosen
Alemu Bekele, and the former Finance Officer
with the Judgement Execution Department of the

Cont’d on page 40




The Construction Sector assumes a central position
in any nation’s development endeavors. The sector
comprises of construction activities in the Housing
(private and public), Non-residential buildings for
the health and education sectors, industrial and com-
mercial construction, transportation (both land and
air), energy, water supply etc. Development in this
vast and diverse sector is the major expressions of a
country’s status in the global economic order while
at the same time the basis for further development
endeavors. Due to this central role, infrastructure de-
velopment is the world’s leading sector in its capital
flow, the number and kind of employment created, the
rapidly developed methods, techniques and technol-
ogy transfer.

When we come to the present and shared concern of
the global community we will find this sector even
more important. It is underdevelopment, inequality
and poverty which have remained in the agenda of
the global community in general and leaders in par-
ticular. After a series of conferences and summits
held for decades, in September 2002, world leaders
adopted a significant document “The United Nations
Millennium Declaration” expected to bridge the huge
gap between the poor and rich nations of our globe.
It is the most valuable document ever produced and
trusted to bring an end for the suffering of the world’s
poor as far as its practical implementation is carried
out as stated and with in the specified time. The dec-
laration usually termed as, the Millennium Develop-
ment Goals (MDGs), is a set of eight globally agreed
development goals expected to be fulfilled in 2015.
These goals include: Eradicating extreme poverty,
Achieve Universal Primary Education, Reduce Child
Mortality, Improve Maternal Health, Combat HIV/
AIDS, Malaria and other diseases and other closely
related issues to poverty.

These eight MDGs are very much intertwined and
their attainment demands a concerted effort. In ad-
dition, one very important factor serves as a central
role player, the construction sector. To achieve each
one of the MDGs, it requires recognizing the role of
infrastructure development and it has to be made part
of the plan. In one hand it is the means to reach these
goals and in the other it is a goal by itself. Better
access to infrastructure services means improving
children and maternal health. Roads facilitate bet-
ter transport services which make access to health,
education and other services easier. With these condi-
tions at hand, staffing and smooth operations of the
institutions will be more feasible. To achieve uni-
versal primary education bringing the service nearer
to children is badly demanded. When this MDG is
achieved, besides maximizing the literacy rate, many

of the health problems responsible for child mortality, '

maternal health and other serious health problems get

part of their remedy. The logic here is many of the
health problems that lead to death are preventable
for these educated and aware citizens are s_eﬁo :
needed. For all these the construction of roads, hes
stations, schools, administrative and other mult T
pose buildings has to be planned and properly i
mented. "

Development in the infrastructure sector necessita
the fair and increased flow of capital to every corner
of the country and the employment of a large number

of people, most of whom are expected to be locals.

Increase in the income of citizens, training in various
vocations of the construction sector and eventually
having a trained and a decently paid work force will
come out of this effort. In this way we can say a lot
about the relation between the MDGs and their close
attachment to the infrastructure development.

The World Bank and other global institutions, im-
portant allies of this global partnership to reduce
extreme poverty has clearly understood this factor
and accomplish a major adjustment on their funding
policy. The World Bank especially underpinned the
crucial position infrastructure plays in bringing in-
come growth and human development. So, it is in the
Bank’s convention that poor people in the developing
nations should have access to basic services that came
through infrastructure development.

Due to all these, infrastructure development remains
to be a global challenge. Especially in the develop-
ing part of the world where these things are still un-
derdeveloped, higher commitment and expending
is expected. Besides the urge to fulfill the MDGs, a
dramatic increase in urbanization, economic and pop-
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ulation growth as well as increasing trade relations
between nations, demands hugely expanding infra-
structure development. An estimate from the OECD
suggests that annual investment requirements just on
the 5 sectors: telecommunications, road, rail, electric-
ity and water requires around an average of 2.5% of
world gross domestic product (OECD Policy Brief,
2008). When we add the problem of more than 1 bil-
lion people (this number expected to rise to 2 billion
in 2030) currently living in slums and inner cities, the
portion of the global GDP the sector demands will
be very high. According to studies by internationally
reputed organizations, the demand attributed to this
demographic and underdevelopment factors requires
an annual investment of over US$ 2 trillion each year
over the next 20 years.

The huge capital involved in the sector and con-
tracts large in number and complex in nature given
to construction firms make the sector a bit demand-
ng to manage and control. As a result, the sector is
egorized among the most vulnerable economic
ities both in the developed and developing na-
. So corruption and related malpractices are the
r concerns of the construction sector. Defective
ects, unnecessary delays, theft and subsequent in-
ase in cost are threats the sector is facing. A 2006
dy by the American Society of Civil Engineers
estimated that 10% or US$400 billion spent on con-
struction worldwide is lost to corruption. The OECD
report confirms that corruption in public construction
contracts was widespread, and the cost even exceeds
20% of the Contract value. (CoST News letter).

This corrupt practice manifests in all phases of the
construction process: during project planning, project
design, tendering and project implementation. As the
bribes are paid for some thing in return for the con-
tractors that maximize their interests, a lot of damage
is inflicted in the construction projects that exceed the
amount paid in bribes. The use of construction inputs
below the required amount as well as quality is the
major problem that could be sighted here. Buildings
that collapse and roads that break up before their due
time; the delivery of pure water, health and education
services fallen short of their target to some extent at-
tributed to corruption and other improprieties in the
sector.

The global community has taken this problem very
seriously and a lot of practical actions have been
started to overcome this grate problem. The World
Bank-IMF report that warns some countries may
fall short of the Millennium Development Goals is
additional drive to pursue proper majors to counter

corruption in the infrastructure development. The ma-
jor development in this regard is the UN Convention
Against Corruption (UNCAC) which come to force
in 2005. This convention is exceptional in many in-
stances when compared to other international instru-
ments of fighting corruption. It has the most extensive
provisions on the ways, means and standards for pre-
venting corruption in the public and private sectors. It
also criminalizes a wide range of offences. The other
and most interesting aspect of the UNCAC is its pro-
visions of assets recovery that works globally.

The OECD Convention on Combating Bribery of
Foreign Officials in International Business Transac-
tions which come to force in 1999 is another develop-
ment in this regard. This Convention imposes crimi-
nal sanctions on international business organizations
convicted of bribing officials to win contracts. This
greatly prevents corruption at all phases of the con-
struction process and avoids damages that encounter
due to improperly handled contracts. There are also
other regional conventions that assist efforts to fight
corruption in the sector.

Construction Sector Transparency initiative (CoST)
is a specialized international initiative introduced to
increase transparency and accountability in the con-
struction sector. CoST, is an initiative supported by
The UK Department for International Development
(DFID) and the World Bank. According to the objec-
tive put forward, the initiatives aims to enhance the
accountability of procuring bodies and construction
companies for the cost and quality of public sector
construction projects. In short it is a proper response
in terms of fulfilling the millennium demand for the
infrastructure development, effectively combating
corruption in the sector and make sure all the resourc-
es allocated effectively serve this purpose. A lot of
countries and donors are joining this very important
initiative.

The other key component in combating corruption
in the construction sector comes from the concept
of National Integrity System (NIS) developed and
introduced by Transparency International (TI). TI is
a non governmental organization fighting corruption
world wide. NIS is based on the notion that the soci-
ety becomes resistant to corruption when the relevant
institutions are present and properly functioning in
the country. These institutions constitute the parlia-
ment; the executive; independent judiciary; the civil
service; the law enforcement agencies; the civil soci-
ety; the private sector and the media.



All these initiatives need member states dedicated for
the cause and work hard to see their practical imple-
mentation. At this stage there are a lot of positive sig-
nals and progresses. The number of countries signing
the conventions or becoming party to one or more of
these initiatives is increasing each year. We are now
very much used to forums and international confer-
ences called to discuss on corruption, its effects and
the need for international cooperation to prevent it.
Ethiopia is among countries expected to exert a lot
of efforts for infrastructure development. The past
few years exhibited such efforts in the development
of road networks, telecommunication, water and ir-
rigation projects, power generation and other infra-
structure developments. As official reports reveal the
capital allocated for the sector is ascending every year
and even citizens who used to be remote to such ser-
vice began to reap the fruits of this development.

As the case in other countries, huge capital allocation
has to be followed by proper control mechanism. The
government of the Federal Democratic Republic of
Ethiopia has identified corruption among the major
threats to the democratization and development pro-
grams of the country. Various mechanisms of curbing
corruption in the infrastructure and other sectors vital
to our development endeavors has been developed
and put in to practice. The first and important step
is the establishment of a federal agency, The Federal
Ethics and Anti-Corruption Commission, to deal with
corruption and related mal practices. The country’s
penal code has also been amended and made to in-
clude new provisions on corruption. Other relevant
legal instruments of fighting corruption are also made
available now.

Besides, Key organizations in the development of the
infrastructure sector has been made to evaluate their
previous practices, identify their shortcomings and
especially to pin point loopholes conducive to cor-
ruption and come up with a new and much improved
work procedures. Together with the program to en-
hance the capacity of the oversight bodies which has
got proper attention these days, the infrastructure sec-
tor will be in a position to guarantee the success we
longed to see.

In terms of international cooperation, Ethiopia is
a signatory to the UNCAC. Through the adoption
of this international instrument to curbing corrup-
tion and others like the AU Convention to Prevent-
ing and Combating Corruption, we are party to the
international initiative and contribute our share. The
institutions built, the policies, strategies and the anti

corruption laws are practical responses to this global
concern. The government and its institutions work-
ing for this cause have interred agreements and cre-
ate close and cooperative relations with international
organizations like Transparency International (TI),
Constructions Sector Transparency Initiative (CoST),
the United Nations Development Program (UNDP).
The support from these international organizations
has been valuable to implement the programs and
policies designed.

The UNDP through its Democratic Institutions pro-
gram (DIP) is closely working with the Federal Ethics
and Anti-corruption Commission. Many of the public
awareness raising programs, the media campaigning,
and the cooperative and consultative forums FEACC
created with many and relevant stakeholders are fi-

nancially and technically supported by the DIP. A

currently started cooperation with CoST is expected
to create an opportunity for a much needed techni-
cal assistant to prevent corruption before it beco
an impediment to the development in the sector.
initiative has already opened its liaison office wi
FEACC'’s premises and started its operations. A
ed, Supporting Economy Growth and Poverty re
tion by Increasing Transparency and Accountabs
in Government Funded Construction Projects is
objective of CoST. The massive construction pro
ects taking place through out the country will not be
effective with out putting in place this governance
principle stated in the objective of CoST. So, it is pos-
sible to say that this cooperation is timely and expect-
ed to assist our endeavor in the area to a great extent.
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“We have been executing wide-ranging activities to
curb illegal activities in the land administration sector”

His Excellency Ato Mekuria Haile,
Geneal manager, Addis Ababa City Administration.

In this issue of Ethics we interviewed Gener-
al Manager of the Addis Ababa City Administra-
tion, Ato Mekuria Haile on the illegal land pro-
vision, ownership and related issues in the city.

Ethics:- It has been observed that, after 2005 there has
been an extensive illegal land provision and ownership
in Addis Ababa. What is the reason behind this?

ckuria:- following the result of the 2005 na-
lection where the majority of seats won by the
on political coalition, some people tried to
moment for their own benefit through impos-
t and negative impact on the land adminis-
ctor. These people did that by establishing
1ietworks with persons in the Administration.

oblem was especially visible in the real estate
. At that time a huge amount of government and
blic property was embezzled by illegal housing con-
truction associations and land was illegally transferred
to individuals using investment as a disguise. In gen-
eral, in addition to the attitude of the people involved
in the act, lack of transparency and accountability are
responsible for the problem observed in the sector. There
was no working procedure which clearly provides an-
swers to questions related to service delivery such as,
how should the administration execute every affair?
What is expected from customers? How proper mea-
sures should be taken during transgression of working
procedures? There was also no working procedure that
allows land to be registered as any other property. Land
development, city reconstruction, land transfer to indi-
viduals through auction, construction permits and own-
ership administration activities have been executed by
one institute. This made some people to get authority
beyond their duties and responsibilities. In addition, the
organizational structure did not create favorable condi-
tion for transparent and accountable working procedure.

Pyoecng ¢hoon, 2002 9.

The problems in the working procedure and organiza-
tional setup together with the mentality of the employees
of the city administration led to inefficient executive ca-
pacity in the disposal of services and eventually contrib-
uted a lot to the spread of this illegal practice in the sector.

Ethics:- How do you evaluate the role of land in address-
ing the developmental and other needs of the city and its
dwellers?

Ato Mekuria:- As we all know, land is one of the ba-
sic input for development. When combined with man
power and technology, land serves as a key instrument
for the realization of development endeavors. Cognizant
of this fact, the Administration has been striving for the
expansion of various infrastructural facilities including
education, health, road, water and telecommunication by
providing land free of charge and with fair price. The
Administration has been doing this out of its strong con-
viction that such projects create a lot of jobs, introduce
productive transactions and facilitate equity in the distri-
bution of benefits to citizens that come out of this com-
munal property.

Land has been providing a direct contribution for the
expansion of economic and social services in the city.
It also has an indirect contribution to the enhancement
of the ongoing peace and democratization process.

Ethics: - What are the measures being taken by the Ad-
ministration to prevent the illegal land provision and
ownership?

Ato Mekuria:- We have launched various activities aim-
ing at preventing the illegal land provision and unlaw-
ful ownership by designing short and long-term plans.
Regarding the short-term plans, we have been focusing on
changing working procedures and organizational struc-
tures, which can be easily corrected within a short period
of time. A taskforce led by the Mayor of the City Ad-
ministration is established. This taskforce has a structure
stretched to the lowest echelon ‘the kebeles’ and aimed
at controlling the illegal activity by raising public aware-
ness through emphasizing the seriousness of the issue.



Under the long-term plans we have attached due atten-
tion to creating a working procedure and organizational
structure that would bring sustainable improvement in the
land administration sector. The Administration has also
launched efforts to make the working procedures of the
city’s land administration up to standard by implement-
ing best practices drawn from other countries in the sec-
tor. We have also plans to expand it to the national level.

The Administration has organized an auction to pur-
chase the latest technologies that would facilitate the
land administration activities. Accordingly, a German
consultant won the bid and has already started opera-
tion. The technology is expected to create fair, transpar-
ent and accountable working system that would enable
customers to get full information via Web Pages and me-
dia. In addition to that, we have launched activities to
develop and strengthen the administration’s man power.
In this regard, we have been providing training in the
areas of skill, professional competence, government
policies and strategies and rules and regulation. The Ad-
ministration has also been striving to enable employees
to draw lessons from best practices thereby evaluating
the overall working procedure. Concerted efforts are
being made to make the above activities sustainable.

In another development, the three public offices: Land
Development, Bank and Town Reconstruction; Land
Administration and Construction Permit: and the third
one Planning and Land Information Authorities were
reorganized in manners that clearly state their power
and duties. Due to this clear division in duties and re-
sponsibilities, encouraging signs are being observed
in ensuring efficient and effective service delivery.

In general, we have been striving to improve the execu-
tion capacity of land and land related affairs in a sustain-
able manner by designing and implementing the short
and long-term plans. We believe that it is possible to
curb illegal activities in the land administration sector.

Ethics:- The Federal Ethics and Anti-Corruption Com-
mission (FEACC) has forwarded possible solutions to
stop the fraudulent activities and corruption in the land
administration sector by conducting studies on the City
Administration’s working procedures. What was the re-
sponse of the Administration concerning the solutions
forwarded by the Commission? What are the actions
so far taken by the Administration for their implemen-
tation? The Commission has been bringing people in-
volved in the illegal land provision and ownership to
justice and restrain land worth lots of money through
court order. How do you evaluate this contribution of
the Commission to curb illegal activities in the sector?

Ato Mekuria:- The FEACC has been playing an irre-
placeable role in the effort to curb the illegal activities
in the land administration sector. We can put the role of

the Commission in two ways. The first vital contribu-
tion is that the Commission through its practical mea-
sures has communicated clear messages about the ille-
gality of embezzling government and public property
and its consequences. Even though it surprised faithful
and ethical employees and officials, this contributed
a lot towards preventing illegal actions in the sector.

The second important contribution of the FEACC is
that it has forwarded solutions by conducting stud-
ies on working procedures that are susceptible to cor-
ruption and other related malpractices. The incumbent
City Administration has utilized the outcome of the
study as an input when it commenced its office term.

Ethics:- Would you tell us about the current situa-
tion regarding transparency and accountability in the
provision of lease land through auction, land owner-
ship record, construction permit, land replacement,
compensation payment execution and related issues?

Ato Mekuria:- Currently the transparency and accoun
ability in these areas are encouraging. Many chang
have been made to improve the working procedure:
the above areas. Previously, the bidders could not get
information when they enter in to an auction. As a r
the price of land had been increasing from year to yea
is to be recalled that one square meters of urban land
sold up to 22,000 Birr. But in the new working procedu
when a land auction is conducted we make sure that
public is well-informed by advertising it through various
media. Land is being provided to the public within a spe-
cific period of time (15 to 30 days), this made the price of
land to go down and we expect it to continue decreasing.
What matters most for us is not the fluctuation in the price
but the speedy development of the land by the owners.

We have also set up a transparent working procedure
that enables bidders to follow the whole procedure
and know the result of the auction on the spot through
computer screen, unlike the previous practice where
bidders were made to wait for months to know the re-
sults. There is also a significant improvement regard-
ing documentation of ownership records, which previ-
ously had many complaints. It is also possible to put
into practice a working procedure that would enable
customers to get their ownership records at kebele and
sub-city level within a very short period of time. A way
through which construction permits would be given
within few days has already been facilitated. We have
also improved our service delivery regarding provi-
sion of replacement land and compensation payment.

It is becoming easy to provide land for different devel-
opment purposes including for micro and small-scale
enterprises, education and health facilities. A working
procedure that would facilitate land provision for infra-
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structural development and job creation free of charge
and through auction has been set up. Even though a
lot remains to be done to fully execute our long-term
plans, we have accomplished encouraging activities
to prevent illegal practices, ensure transparent and
fair working procedure. When compared to the previ-
ous City Administration the incumbent Administra-
tion has scored significant achievements in the sector.

Ethics:- Howdoesthe Administrationfollowupandinspect
the land ownership maps issued by the Administration?

Ato Mekuria:- Most of the land ownership maps were
prepared pervious to the coming to office of the present
Administration. A serious precaution should be taken
starting from the publishing of the maps. In this regard
there was a gap in following up the proper provision of
ownership maps. But the Administration has prepared a
guideline with a view to ensuring a transparent and ac-
countable working procedure after it conducted Busi-
Process Reengineering (BPR). As the guideline

ided to customers, now it is possible to say that
ities related with land ownership maps have
roved. Preparation is also well underway to
e ownership maps to close to 100,000 dwell-
e city, who previously have no formal maps.

It is constantly mentioned that there is a problem
ding the follow up and inspection on land develop-
d take measures on those who fail to accomplish on
fime as per the agreement. What is your response to this?

AtoMekuria:- The Addis Ababa City Administration was
highly careful when it started to improve its working pro-
cedures, in so doing, it has attached due attention to three
issues.

The primary focus is on raising awareness on illegal
land provision and ownership by clearly stating its con-
sequences. The second is providing land to investors
and concerned segments of the society. We have been
trying to bring those investors who previously failed to
launch construction on time to the right track. Instead
of hurrying to punish them, we have tried to asses the
situation and reconsider if the problem is caused due
to lack of assistance from the Administration. But the
Administration took away the land provided to hun-
dreds of investors whose construction period passed be-
fore 1997 E.C. The land is now being utilized to hous-
ing development and for other development purposes.

The third focus area is to make sure that land provided
by the Administration is utilized for development pur-
poses only. A clear regulation has already been issued
that facilitates provision of land only for investors ready
and capable of developing it.

Ethics:- How do you evaluate the cooperation between
the Administration and FEACC to curb corruption and
malpractices with regard to, the land sector? What do
you think is expected from the public in this regard?

Ato Mekuria:- As I have tried to mention above, the FE-
ACC has executed wide-ranging activities to curb illegal
actions in land provision and ownership sector in the me-
tropolis. The Commission has brought several suspects to
justice.Ithas also forwarded solutions by conducting stud-
ies on the Administration’s working procedures that are
believed to be susceptible to corruption and related mal-
practices. The Administration has been working closely
with the Commission for the same cause. We believe that
we will continue working closely in exchanging informa-
tion and raising the awareness of the public. We are also
of the opinion that this concordant collaboration between
the Administration and the Commission will sustain.

It is my belief that a lot of activities would be executed in
shaping the attitude of the public. To this end, I hope the
Commission would support us by enhancing the aware-
ness creation activities.

The public has also a vital role in the ongoing effort
to curb corruption in the land administration sector.
The public should refrain from being part of the cor-
rupt practice and stick to formal lines when going to
public offices for various services. The public should
also boldly say no to illegal actions; if the action can
not be stopped the public should discharge its respon-
sibility by giving tip-offs to concerned bodies. The
cooperation of the public is crucial for the success of
the efforts being made by the Administration to put in
place transparent and accountable working procedure.

I believe that freeing the land administration sector
from corruption by putting in place transparent and
accountable working procedure has a vital role to-
wards strengthening the ongoing development and
democratization process in the country. Thank you.
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Federal High Courts, Goshu Andualem Limenih.
Each of them received 21 years of rigorous
imprisonment in connection with illegal land
grab in the Metropolis and acceptance of undue
advantages respectively.

Furthermore, Wondwosen Alemu Bekele has
been charged with committing other corruption
crimes and is awaiting verdict on those addition-
al offenses, it was learned.

Corruptors receive imprisonment, fine

The First Criminal Bench of the Federal High
Court on May 14, 2010 sentenced three corrup-
tors to 5-21 years of imprisonment and ordered
them to pay 5,000-35,000 Birr in fine.

According to the file charged by the Prosecution
Department of the Federal Ethics and Anti-Cor-
ruption Commission, Goshu Andualem who was
former finance officer at the Federal judgment
Execution Department with the Federal Courts,
embezzled more than one million Birr through
forging documents and cheques.

The convict forged two bank cheques by putting
an imitated signature and deposited the embez-
zled 1,025,267.81 Birr in a bank account opened
with a forged Identity Card he prepared for him-
self with a fabricated name.

Aster Azeze, who is the wife of Goshu Andualem
and Deputy Inspector, Abrham Ayalew, collabo-
rated in the crime by hiding the property obtained
through corruption.

Since all the convicts failed to refute the corrup-
tion charges brought against them by the Com-
mission, the Court gave Goshu Andualem 21
years of rigorous imprisonment and fined him
35,000 Birr.

A five year prison terms and 5,000 Birr fine were
given to Aster Azeze, while Deputy Inspector,
Abrham Ayalew received 7 years of imprison-
ment and 10,000 Birr fine.

Meanwhile the First Instance Bench of the
Federal High Court sentenced Berhane Abraha,
former employee of the Ethiopian Electric Pow-
er Corporation, on 3 May 2010 to eight years of
rigorous imprisonment for forging government
documents to steal public property worth 1,216,
213.82 Birr.

While working as Secretary of Store at the Corpo-
ration from 8 July 2005 to 7 July 2006, he forged
original government documents in order to steal
(which he managed to do) various electric appli-
ances worth 1,216, 213.82 Birr

Court sends corruptors to prison

The Federal High Court on May 7, 2010
tenced two convicts of corruption offences
prison terms ranging from 7-10 years.
imposed a 10,000 Birr fine on each.

The court passed the verdict on, Lieutena
Hailu,who was atelleratthe 38th Brigade
School of the Ministry of Defense, and E
naw Lole, a former member of the defense fo;

According to the charge, Lieutenant Tefera Hai-
Iu embezzled 454,629.44 Birr, which was the
defense force’s July, 2007 salary and additional
198,255.27 Birr. The second convict, Ewneteg-
naw Lole collaborated in the corrupt practice
by preparing a false Identity Card for Lieuten-
ant Tefera Hailu, which helps the latter to trans-
fer the embezzled money to his own account.

Since the convicts had failed to refute the
evidences corroborated against them, the court
gave Lieutenant Tefera Hailu 7 years of rig-
orous imprisonment and 10,000 Birr in fine.
Ewnetegnaw Lole received 10 years of rigorous
imprisonment and 10,000 Birr in fine in
absentia.

The court passed the verdict in favor of the Pros-
ecution Department of the Diredawa Branch
Office of the FEACC.
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